
Sustainable Travel International 

 
Supporting Destination Stewardship  

and The Move Toward a Green Economy 
 



Å Tourist Boards 

Å Ministries 

Å NGOs 

Å Hoteliers 

Å Tour Operators 

Å Tourists 

Interest Groups 



Global non-profit  organization which provides market-driven 
solutions that help travelers, tourism enterprises and 

destinations protect the environment, preserve cultural 
heritage and contribute to economic development. 

. 
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Why Sustainable Tourism? 
Industry Trends 

Travelers, tourism providers, 

online travel agencies, and 

governmental agencies are 

trying to define what ñgreenò 

means to them and how to 

identify practitioners 



Why Sustainable Tourism? 
Industry Trends 

ÅBecoming ñgreenerò 

ÅLow Tolerance for High Premiums 

ÅSustainability practices need work 

ÅRoom for differentiation  

ÅGreen Skepticism  

 



Why Sustainable Tourism? 
Industry Trends 

Consumer interest is increasing  

Å86% of travelers engage in ñgreenò behavior at home 

Å51% are familiar with the term ñsustainabilityò 

Å45% have a personal interest in sustainability 

Å35% say their vacationôs impact on the destination is 

important to their holiday decision  

 



ÅGlobal energy demand is 

increasing 

ÅThe cost of oil is one the rise 

ÅGHG emissions are increasing 

along with the global average 

temperature 

ÅBiodiversity is declining and 

cultural-heritage is being lost   

 

Business as Usual 
Unsustainable Development 



ÅIncrease in green 
investment 

ÅIncrease in quantity & 

quality of jobs in green 
sectors 

ÅIncrease in share of 

green sectors in GDP 

 

 

ÅDecrease in 

Energy/resource use per 

unit of production 

ÅDecrease in CO2 and 

pollution level/GDP 

ÅDecrease in wasteful 

consumption 

 

 Source: UNEP, The Green Economy and International Environmental Governance 

 

 

The Green Economy 
Sustainable Development 



ÅGovernment investments 

ÅTax concessions 

ÅTime-bound subsidies 

ÅAccess to capital 

ÅIn-kind support 

ÅPublic-private partnerships 

 

 

 

 

The Green Economy 
Green Growth 



Destination Management 

A professional services company 

possessing extensive local 

knowledge, expertise and 

resources, specializing in the 

design and implementation of 

events, activities, tours, 

transportation and program 

logistics typically for groups 

originating elsewhere. 



Destination Stewardship 

An approach to tourism development in which local 

communities, governmental agencies, NGOs and the 

tourism industry are dedicated to taking a multi-

stakeholder approach to maintaining the cultural, 

environmental, economic, and aesthetic integrity of their 

country, region, state, or town through sustainable policy 

and management frameworks.  



Destination Stewardship 

Is the intentional allocation of resources 

to maximize positive impact of tourism 

on people, places and profits 

 

When done well, destination 

stewardship leads to sustainable 

destinations that are profitable for 

businesses, beneficial to local 

communities and leave intact eco-

systems that ensure the destination 

remains an attractive place to live, work 

and visit for generations  



Destination Stewardship 

When mismanaged or unplanned, a lack of destination 

stewardship leads to: 

Å Environmental degradation 

Å Loss of local culture   

Å Diminished authenticity of place 

 

All of which decreases the value of a 

destination over time and causes a 

diminishing return on investment over 

time. 



ÅSustainable Tourism Planning 

ÅLow Carbon Economy 

ÅCircular & Ecological Economies 

ÅGreen Jobs 

ÅSustainable Tourism Standards 

ÅCause Marketing  

Destination Stewardship 
Tools and Strategies 



Destination Stewardship 
Sustainable Tourism Planning 

Links the disparate planning and development activities 

related to tourism to an overall, broad strategic tourism 

plan to provide an integrated framework for directing 

tourism. 



ÅMulti-stakeholder engagement 

ÅSustainable tourism policies 

ÅDomestic enabling conditions  

ÅFunding mechanisms 

Destination Stewardship 
Sustainable Tourism Planning 



ÅPromotes Enhanced Resource 

and Energy Efficiency 

ÅSubstitutes Renewable Energy 

and Low-carbon Technologies for 

Fossil Fuels 

ÅDelivers More Sustainable Urban 

Living and Low-carbon Mobility 

 

Destination Stewardship 
Low Carbon Economy 



ÅSolid waste management  

ÅZero waste 

ÅSupply chain management 

ÅRecycling and composting 

ÅOrganic farming 

 

Destination Stewardship 
Circular and Ecological Economies 



ÅEnergy efficiency 

ÅRenewable energy  

ÅWater efficiency  

ÅWaste management 

ÅFood security 

ÅSustainable tourism  

 

Destination Stewardship 
Green Jobs 



Destination Stewardship 
Sustainable Tourism Standards 

 

 
 

 

A voluntary procedure that 
utilizes a set of criteria 
designed to assist travel 
providers in mitigating their 
negative environmental, 
economic, and socio-cultural 
impacts and maximizing the 
benefits they provide to the 
environment, local and 
indigenous people and their 
communities.  



 

 

Destination Stewardship 
Cause Marketing  

ÅCreate a sense of place on travelerôs mental maps  

Å Ensure their natural and cultural assets are properly 

protected and conserved while at the same time marketing 

them effectively to target markets that are looking for 

authentic places and immersive experiences 

Å Develop a brand strategy that aligns key internal 

stakeholders (government, suppliers, NGOôs) with external 

stakeholders (media, wholesalers, agencies, operators and 

consumers).  



Destination Stewardship 
Benefits 

ÅEconomic development 

ÅEnvironmental 

conservation 

ÅCultural-heritage 

preservation  

 

 



ÅEnhanced visitor experiences 

ÅEstablishing community relations 

ÅIncreased safety and security 

 

 

Destination Stewardship 
Benefits 


