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NTA Government Issues Positions
Travel Promotion Act — NTA is working with the Travel Industry Association to support the Travel Promotion Act of 2007 (H.R. 3232/S. 1661), which would create the Corporation for Travel Promotion. This nonprofit organization would provide funding necessary for the United States to promote itself as a destination to international markets.

DHS Fingerprinting Proposal — NTA opposes the U.S. Department of Homeland Security proposal calling for airlines and cruise lines to collect biometric information, including fingerprints, from international travelers departing the United States. NTA believes that placing such a responsibility adds an undue financial burden and an unrealistic expectation that the private sector should be responsible for national security. The association will be submitting formal comments to DHS and seeking answers to the following questions: 

1. If the additional costs for implementing these security measures will be passed on to the traveler or absorbed by the airlines, what is the projected impact on the vitality of the U.S air transportation system and the global economy due to these higher costs? 

2. By creating the Transportation Security Administration, which is under federal jurisdiction, why in this situation would the private sector be responsible for national security? 
Visa Waivers — NTA supports the expansion of the Visa Waiver Program and believes that the association's members and other travel companies stand to benefit from the new spending that will be generated by the millions of additional visitors to the United States. Expansion of the program will help the United States regain lost market share in international travel and improve the U.S. image abroad. As part of NTA's 2008 advocacy priorities, NTA is committed to addressing border crossing issues to ensure a secure, timely and seamless transportation experience. The new Visa Waiver provisions will allow more legitimate travelers to visit the United States visa-free while enhancing security. 
For more information, please visit www.NTAOnline.com.
